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UI·l' S POSTLER 





y f mon missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
Willie Postler, a stalwart in the University of l1Iontana offensive line for three 
years, is a man in an enviable but perplexing dilemma--two professional football teams 
are trying to negotiate a contract with him. 
Postler, a 6-5, 255 ll.J. guarc.l, was picked \ednesday in the ninth round of the 
National Football League draft by the llous ton Oilers. Three weeks ago, however, he was 
offered a contract by the Vancouver, ll. C. Lions. 
"I haven't really decided what I'm going to do yet," Postler said \'/ednesday . "I'm 
not going to say anything until I talk to the Oilers." 
Because Postler is from Vancouver, the B.C. Lions have the sole right to him in 
Canada. Canadian professional football teams select their players from regions, not by 
a draft. 
Postler \vas redshirted at Ui,l during his sophomore year and \vas a starter the sue-
ceeding three years. This year he made the All-l3ig Sky team as an honorable mention and 
first team on the Universal Sports 1971 Small College All-American squad. 
Postler is a rare professional football prospect -- he never played football in 
high school. That sport is just beginning to be popular in Canada, so Postler spent his 
years at Windermere Iligh in track, basketball, rugby and soccer. 
Ut•l football coach Jack Swarthout sa\v possibilities in Postler at a B.C. Lions foot-
ball camp for Canadian high school seniors and he \vas recruited for the Grizzlies from 
there. 
S\varthout has been impressed with Postler's progress over his four years here. "lle's 
a good pro prospect because of his great size and quickness." Postler runs the 40-yard 
dash in 5.0 seconds, and Swarthout considers him to be quicker than Steve Okoniewski, 
the Grizzly offensive guard who \vas drafted in the second round Tuesday by the Atlanta 
------------~------------------ ~~------------------------------------------------
POSTLER liAS TWO CHOICES--2 
Postler \·tent skiing on the first day of the draft because he didn't think he would 
be picked in the early rounds. While at the ski run, however, he \oJas contacted by both the 
St. Louis Cardinals and the Ne\'1 England Patriots. !3oth teams said they would draft him 
if he could guarantee he \oJouldn' t go to Canada. 
"I told them I hadn't decided yet, so they passed me up," Postler said. "St. Louis 
would have drafted me in the third round and New England in the fourth," ~e said. 
The 22-year-old anthropology major 1vill leave in a fm.,r days to discuss his future 
1vi th the Oiler football organization. 
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